
The three faces of Carlos Marcello 
soon will appear in the full glare of the 
Rational spotlight 

w>-' ... _ . . ; 

Face No. 1 — To the underworld, he 
is known as “the little man” because of 
his height — 5 feet, 2 inches. But he is, . 
according to Justice Department files, 
the biggest little man: in organized 
crime Federal investigators have iden- 
tified him as one of the nation’s top 
three godfathers. His criminal domain, 
they say, now stretches from New Or- 
leans to Dallas. 

Face No. 2 — To his immediate fam- 
ily, Marcello is known as a generous 
doting grandfather who has been hOun- 
ded by federal authorities. Last month 
he mailed a personal, handwritten ap- 
peal to Hugh J. Brieiv the assistant im- 
migration commissioner who has been 
keeping hjm under close scrutiny. 

‘T am sure my name is not unknown 
to you . . wrote the mobster, “as I 
have been under one type of supervi- 
sion or another for the past 20 years. I 
am appealing to you as an understand- 
ing human being for relief from this 
situation . . . . 

“I would like to spend the rest of my 
days witfc a clear head and mind, know- 
ing that I have proved myself to my 
adopted homeland. Never have I ever 
considered any other place in the 
world my home. I beg of you, and to 
those who are concerned with lifting 
this darkness from my head and heart, 
to please consider my request for its re- 
moval.” 

Face No. 3 — To the House Assas- 
sinations Committee, Marcello is proba- 
bly the chief suspect in the John F. 


Traces Mobster’s Strings 


Kennedy assassination plot The com- 
mittee will not point a direct finger at 
Marcello but will lay out a “web of cir- 
cumstances.” 

This will begin with acoustical evi- 
dence that the late president was the 
victim of a conspiracy. The accused as- 
sassin* Lee Harvey Oswald, had conspire 
atorial ties to New^Orleans. Eight wit- 
nesses have testified behind closed 
doors that they saw Oswald in the com- 
pany of David Ferrie, who has been 
identified as a pilot and investigator for 
Marcello. 

The committee will cite other witnes- 
ses who will claim that Oswald and Fer- 
rie became acquainted as members of 
the New Orleans civil air patrol. The 
two also were seen together in a limou- 
sine at Clinton, La., in the summer of 
1963. 

Oswald used the famous 544 Camp St 
address in New Orleans, a place where 
Ferrie also had offices. The committee 
will speculate cautiously that Ferrie 
might have recognized Oswald as some- 
one who could be recruited to carry out 
an assassination. 

Marcello testified that he and Ferrie 
were together at the federal court- 
house in New Orleans at the time of the 
Kennedy assassination. But this has 
merely intrigued committee investiga- 
tors. They have noted privately that 
crime lords usually arrange an airtight 
alibi when they know in advance of a 
crime. 

If Oswald could be traced to 
Marcello, as the investigators suspect, 
then the mobster would want to elimi- 
nate Oswald at all costs. 

Jack Ruby boldly murdered Oswald 
while he was in the custody of his po- 


lice escorts. The committee found no 
personal links between Marcello and 
Ruby, but there were indirect links. 
Both Marcello and Ruby placed calls,, 
for example, to Nofio Pecora at the 
same telephone number at Tropical 
Court Tourist Park in New Orleans. Pe- 
cora was identified by law enforcement 
officials as one of Marcello’s three most 
^trusted aides. 

Ruby spoke with Pecora for one 
minute Oct. 30, 1963, less than a month 
before the assassination. Marcello’s 
man Ferrie also spoke for 15 minutes to 
a woman named Jean West in Septem- 
ber 1963, who turned up at the Cabana 
Motel in Dallas where she had drinks 
with Ruby Nov. 21, 1963. 

The committee also will allege that 
Dallas mob leader Joe Civello helped 
Marcello take over the Dallas under- 
world. Ruby was a decade-long friend 
of Civello. 

Finally, the committee has reviewed 
the FBI’s surveillance transcripts on 
most major organized crime figures. 
These showed that the nation’s top 
mobsters hated the Kennedys and 
talked about killing them. But the 
transcripts cleared them of any actual 
complicity in the assassination. 

Unaccountably, Marcello was not 
kept under electronic surveillance dur- 
ing the crucial assassination period, so 
there is no surveillance transcript to 
clear him. 

The committee will emphasize that it 
has found no “smoking gun” implicat- 
ing Marcello in the assassination. But it 
probably will invite tbe Justice Depart- 
ment to take up the investigation 
where its own investigators have left 
off. 



